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Khai quat vé nguon goc kinh A-ham

Thich Nguyén Hién

TI‘I ngir A-ham (Agama) noi theo nghia rong 1a chi cho nhiing gido thuyét duoc truyén thira,
hodc cac Thanh dién do suu tip cac gido thqyét ay tao thanh. Do vay, thong thudng noi Kinh
A-ham tic chi cho 4 bg hodc 5 bd Thanh dién ctia Phat gido Nguyén thuy.

Phat gido Nguyén thuy 1a thoi dai gido phap con nhét vi, gido doan con thong nhat, chua phan
chia thanh b phai, ttc trong khoang thoi gian tir khi Dirc Phat bt dau thanh lap gido doan,
hoang duong gido 1y cho dén 100 nim (hodc 200 nim) sau khi Phat nhap diét. Kinh dién trong
thoi ky ndy bao ham hinh thai nguyén thity nhat cta gido thuyét Phat-da. Pay 1a co sé gido 1y
can ban cua Phat gido Dai thua, Tiéu thira sau nay.

Cubi thé ky XIX, cac hoc gia phuwong T4y bit ddu nghién ciru cac kinh dién Pali, 1ay Phat gido
phuong Nam 1am chinh. Trudc d6, cac hoc gia Trung Qubc va Nhat Ban chang nhitng khong
biét c6 sy ton tai ctia Thanh dién Pali ma ciing chua hiéu rang Thanh dién nay gléng voi Kinh
A-ham, tirc Kinh Phat Han dich xua nay duoc quen goi la "Kinh Tiéu Thua". Vi the, ké tir khi
Kinh A-ham bi phan thich la kinh dlen thudc vé Tam Tang gido cia Tiéu thira, co gido nghia
thip nhat trong "Ngii thoi Bat gido" cua Pai su Tri Khai doi Tuy cho dén nay thi gia tri Kinh
A-ham bi cac hoc giad va cac nha ton gido xua nay coi thuong.

Vé tén goi va thoi dai ciia Phat gido Nguyén thily, trong gidi hoc gia c6 nhiéu ¥ kién khac
nhau. Pau tién, hoc gia ngudi Anh 1a Thomas William Rhys Davids (1843 - 1922) goi la Early
Buddhism. Sau d6, mot hoc gia nguoi1 Nhat Ban 1a Kimura Taiken chinh thire dich tir ngit
"Early Buddhism" 13 Phat Gido Nguyén Thuy (trong tac pham Nguyén Thay Phat Giao Tu
Tuong Luan, xuat ban ndm 1924). Tiéng Anh cta "Phat giao Nguyén thiiy" déng 18 phai 1a
"Primitive Buddhism", nhung vi tir Primitive ngoai céc y nghia: Dau tién, trude nhat, né con
bao ham cac nghia: Nguyén thity, Thoi ky ddu chwa duoc khai hoa... Do d6 dé bi xem 1a tir ngit
c6 ham ¥ thap kém, vi thé cac hoc gia phuong T4y thudng tranh dung, ma st dung tir ngit
"Early Buddhism".

Mot hoc gia nguoi Nhat khac 1a 6ng Ty Ky Chanh Tri thi cho ring néu Early Buddhism chi
cho Phat gido ¢ thoi ky dau tién (tirc thoi dai ciia Phat va cac dé tir cia Ngai) thi dang 18 phai
dich 1a "Phat gido Can ban" (Basic Buddhism). Cac hoc gia khac cua Nhét Ban va Trung Qubc,
noi tiéng nhu ngai An Thuén... cling ddng quan diém trén.

Noi theo c4c van hién hién con thi thoi dai Phat giao Can ban, 4 bo (hodc 5 bd) A-ham chua
duoc kiét tap, cho nén n61 mot cach nghiém tuc, do sy thiéu sét cac van hién Phat gido Can
ban, néu khong tim toi trong cac Thanh dién duoc tap dai thanh vao thoi dai Phat glao Nguyén
Thuy thi khong the nao mo ra con duong nghién ctru Phét gido Can ban. Cac hoc gia Trung
Qudc, Nhét Ban gan day thudng can ctr vao cac tang kinh bang tiéng Pali, tiéng Han, tiéng
Phan va tiéng Tay Tang de nghién ctiru Phét giao Can ban. Con cac hoc gia phuong Tay do
thiéu kha nang xem doc tiéng Han nén phai ngh1en ctru bang tiéng Pali, khién cho két qua
nghién ctru c6 chd chénh Iéch, nhung nho su tro gitip cua Ngdn ngir hoc, Khao ¢6 hoc va Tu
tuong su trén tinh than va phuong phép hoc thuat c6 khuynh hudng nghién ctru véi thai @6 phé
phan, nén rat dugc xem trong.
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Bét luan Cin ban hay Nguyén thily, tu tuong trong tim cta gido phap Pic Phat chinh 1a hoc
thuyét Duyén Khéi. Tu tudng "Nghiép" va "Giai thoat" y ctr vao Ao Nghia Thu ctia An Do,
déng thot sir dung tu tudng "Chung sinh binh dang" ciia Ky-na gido va sy sang tao doc ddo cua
viéc cau dao ching ngo. Tat ca gido phap cua Ptic Phat déu 13y luan thuyét Duyén Khoi lam
tiéu chudn, gdm 4 phan:

1- Ba phap 4n (hodc 4 phap an).
2- Muoi hai nhan duyén.

3- Bon dé.

4- Pao tdm Chanh.

O Ar; Do, tuy cac tu tudng triét hoc da th’inh hanh rét som, I}hung tuyét nhién khong co6 luén
thuyet Duyén Khoi, cac ton gido hodc triét hoc khac trén the gidi cling khong cd, nén Duyén
Khéi dugc xem nhu dic trung co ban ctua Phat gido.

Tu nhan dinh co ban trén, ta bat dau di vao nghién ctru Kinh A-ham. C¢ 1€ viéc xac dinh vi tri,
thoi gian cia mét kinh dién nao do ra doi 1a cach tot nhat dé tranh 1am lac, chap va va thién
kien.

Tt "A-ham" (Agama) duoc cac hoc gia can dai giai thich la: Lai tru6e, Thu quy, Tri thire,
Thanh ngon, Thanh huén tap, Kinh dién. Han dich cta tir Agama cling rat nhiéu: Phap quy,
Phap ban, Phap tang, Gido phap, Gido phan, Chung chung thuyét, V6 ty phap, Truyén gido,
Tinh gi4o, Thii vo, Gio, Truyén, Lai, Tang v.v..

Thién Kién Luat Ty-Ba-Sa 2 thi cho A-ham nghia la dung chira, tu tdp. Nhung nghia nay c6 thé
1a chi cho tir "Nikaya" trong tiéng Pali (nghia 1a tap hoi, toan tap) chur khong phai tir Agama.

Phap Hoa Luan S¢& ¢6 néu 101 giai thich cua ngai Pao An doi Dong Tén rang A-ham 1a "Tha
v0", vi tat ca phap déu hudng vé phap "Khong" ciru canh. Con ngai Tang Triéu thi giai thich A-
ham 1a Phap quy. Thuc ra, nhitng 161 giai thich trén déu khong dung véi chanh y cua A-ham.

A-ham thudc vé gido thuyét truyén thira, dugc tap dai thanh sau khi Dirc Phat nhap diét. Pay 1a
ndi dung cua Kinh Tang (Phan: Sutranta-pitaka) trong 3 tang, chia lam Tt A-ham hay Ngii A-
ham.

"T{r A-ham" 12 Trung A-ham, Truong A-ham, Tang Nhat A-ham va Tap A-ham (hodc Tuong
Ung). Day la tir nglt dugc cac kinh sau day dé cap dén: Kinh Bat-né-hoan quyén ha, Hiru Bo
Ty-nai-da Tap Su 39, Ludn DPai Tri B9, Luan Du-gia-su-dia 85, kinh Dai Bat-niét-ban 13 (ban
Béc), Kinh Dai Thtra Dai Tép Pia Tang Thap Luan 2 v.v...

"Ngii A-ham" 1a Truong A-ham, Trung A-ham, Tang-thuat-da (Tuong Ung), Uong-quat-da-la
(Tang Nhat) va Khuat-da-ca (Tap loai). Tt ngit nay dugc gh1 trong Thién Kién Luat Ty-ba-sa
1, Pai A-la-han Nan-dé-mat-da-la S¢& Phap Tru Ky v.v..

Luat Ngii Phan 30, Luat Ma-ha Tang-ky 32, Luat T Phan 5, Luan Phan Biét Cong buc 1 v.v...
goi Khuét-da-ca A-ham la Tap Tang trong 5 by A-ham. Nam bd nay twong duong véi 5 bd kinh
(Panca-Nikaya) trong kinh Phat bang tiéng Pali.

Theo Ty-nai-da Tiéu Phdm (Vinaya-culavagga), Nhat Thiét Thién Kién (Samanta-pasadika 1)
va bai tya cia Truong Bo Kinh Chu (Sumangala-vilasini), 5 b kinh la: Digha-Nikaya,
Majjhima-Nikaya, Samyutta-Nikaya, Anguttara-Nikaya va Khuddaca-Nikaya, tuong duong véi
5 bo: Truong, Trung, Twong Ung, Tang Chi va Tiéu Bo Kinh hién nay.

Vé, sur truyén thira cta hé A—hém, theo bai tya cua Truong Bo Kinh’Chﬁ, sau khi lgét tap lan thir
nhat, Truong BO Kinh do hé thong A-nan, Trung Bo Kinh do hé thong Xa-lgi-phat, Twong Ung



B0 Kinh do hé théng Pai Ca-diép, Tang-chi B Kinh do h¢ théng A-na-luat xép loai ma truyén
thtra riéng biét nhau.

Theo Phap Hoa Huyén Tén 1, Dai Thira Phap Uyén Nghia Lam Chuong 4, Hoa Nghiém Kinh
S& Sao Huyén Pam 8 v.v..., ca 4 bd A-ham va Luat Ma-ha Tang-ky déu do Pai Chung Bo
truyén. Con theo Cau-Xa Luan Ké C6 quyén thuong thi Trung A-ham va Tap A-ham do Tat-
ba-da Bo truyén, Tang Nhat A-ham do Pai Ching Bo truyén Truong A-ham do Hoa Dia Bo
truyen Biét dich Tap A-ham 1a do Am Quang Bo truyen Tom lai, A-ham 1a do mdi bd phai tw
truyén riéng, nhung sau khi Dai thura phat trién, kinh dién A-ham duoc xem 1a mot tén khac
ctia kinh dién Tiéu thira. Nhung Luan Pai Tri D6 thi cho tir A-ham ciing chi chung cho Dai
thira, nén Kinh Bat-né-hoan 6 c6 tir ngir "Phuong Pang A-ham". Thuat ngir Phuong Dang A-
ham nay chi cho kinh dién Dai thira.

I. Nguyén Do va Sy Thanh Lip Kinh A-Ham

Thoi dai Phat gido Nguyén thay, dé tir Phat va céac tin dd dbi voi gido phap da nghe thuong
ding thé tho hodc nhimng doan vin xudi ngan gon, hodc dung hinh thic truyén miéng 14n nhau
dé ghi nh¢ truyén thira. Nhung vi dé tir Phat tiép thu khong dong nén mdi bo phai déu cé tu
tuong khac nhau. Vi thé, khi gido doan dugc xéac 1ap, van dé chinh 1y va théng nhét cac gido
thuyét ctia Ptrc Phat 13 mot viéc 1am tat yéu. Nho do, gido thuyét ciia Pirc Phat dugc hoan bi,
lan lan phat trién thanh mot hinh thirc van hoc riéng biét, cudi cung tr¢ thanh Thanh dién. P6 1a
nguyén do tr dau c6 Kinh A-ham.

Kinh A-ham dugc thanh 1ap tir lac nao, phai cin cir vao sé 1an kiét tap dé luan ban.
* Kiét tap lan thir nhit

Sau khi Phat nhép di€t, vao mot mua ha, 500 vi A-la-han tap hop trong hang That Diép ngoai

thanh Vu’ong Xa. Pai chung ctr Toén gia Ca-diép lam thugng thi, cir hanh kiét tap 1an thir nhét.
Tén gia A-nan tung Phép (Kinh), Ton gia Uu-ba-ly tung Luat. Ngudn gdc sau xa ctia Kinh A-
ham bat ngudn tir lic nay.

* Kiét tap 1an thi hai

Sau khi Phét nhép di¢t khoang 100 nam, 700 Ty-kheo tap hop tai thanh Ty-xa-ly. Dai ching ctr
ngai Da-x4 lam thugng thu, ctr hanh kiét tap 1an tha hai. Lan kiét tdp nay cha yéu tung Luat
tang.

* Kiét tap 1an thir ba

Sau khi Phat nhap diét khoéng 236 nam, tirc 1a thoi Vua A-gluc, dai qhﬁng t@p hop tai th:émh
Hoa Thi, cir ngai Muc-kién-lién-ti-dé-tu 1am thugng thu, to chirc kiét tap lan thur ba. Bén day
Tam Tang gido phap mdi hoan thanh.

* Kiét tap lan thi tw

Sau khi Ph@t nhép diét 400 nam, duoi su ho tri C}“la Vua Ca-ni-sic-ca, dai chung tép hop gai
nudc Ca-thap-di-la, cir Hiép Ton gia va ngai Thé Hiru lam thuong thu, ctir hanh ki€t tép lan thu
tu. Lan ki€t tap nay chu yéu 1a luan thich Tam Tang.

Toém lai, Kinh A—hém duogc tung vao lac kiét tap 14n tht nhét, tir 1an kiét tap thir hai vé sau, tic
vao khoang thé ky III trudc Tay lich 1a thoi ky Kinh A-ham chinh thirc dugc thanh lap.

I1. Hinh Thire Van Hoc cua Kinh A-Ham



Céc nha phan gido vé sau di can ¢ vao thé loai ctia van kinh ma chia Kinh A-ham thanh hai
tha: Chin thé loai va Muoi hai thé loai:

a. Chin thé logi (Citu bj kinh)

1- Kinh

2- Trung tung

3- Ky thuyét

4- K¢ tung

5- Cam ung k¢

6- Nhu thi nglr (Ban su)
7- Ban sanh

8- Phuong quang

9- Vi tang hiru phap.

b. Muwoi hai thé loai (Thdp nhi b kinh)

Muoi hai la gé)m chin loai ké trén, cong thém Nhén duyén, Thi du va Luan nghi. Chin thé loai
thanh 1ap sém hon muoi hai thé loai, nhung vé bd loai van hoc ctia Thanh dién Phat gido thi
lay muoi hai the loai lam luan ctr chac chan.

III. Sy Truyén Thira ciia Kinh A-Ham

Sau khi Phat nhap diét khoang 100 nam, gido doan thong nhat ctia Phat giao Nguyén Thuy chia
thanh Pai Chung B¢ va Thuong Toa B¢. Sau d6 lai chia thanh 20 bd phai Tiéu thira, mdi bd
phai déu 6 Kinh Tang truyén thira riéng biét. Theo nhiing tu liéu hién con thi luc ay it nhat
cling con ton tai nhimng kinh dién do Thuong Toa B (¢ phuong Nam), Hiru B, Hoa Dia B9,
Phap Tang B¢, DBai Chung B9, Am Quang B6 va Kinh Luong Bb truyén. Nhung dén nay, chi
c6 kinh dién ctia Thugng Toa B ¢ phuwong Nam 1a hoan toan dugc bao ton, gdm cé 5 bo:
Truong Bo, Trung Bo, Twong Ung B9, Téng-chi B9, Tiéu Bo (tirc Khuat-da-ca A-ham) chép
bang van Pali. Pay 13 5 bo A-ham Nam truyén.

Vé mit Bic truyén, do gom gop cac kinh dién roi rac riéng 1€ cta cac bo phai ma tao thanh bdn
b6 A-ham: Truong A-ham, Trung A-ham, Tang Nhat A-ham va Tap A-ham. Bén bo kinh nay
duogc ghi bang Phan van. Day 1a bon bd A-ham Bic truyén. Trong d6 Trudng Bo, Trung Bo cia
Nam truyén turong duong voi Truong A-ham cta Bic truyén; con Tuong Ung B tuong duong
v6i Tap A-ham, Tang-chi Bo tuong duong véi Tang Nhit A-ham.

Nam by Nam truyen duoc ghi bang vin Pali, gan vG1 ng6n ngir thuong dung ¢ thoi Phat, cho
nén cac hoc gia thuong cho rang Nam truyén giau sic thai nguyén thay hon Béc truyén.

IV. Khio Sat tirng B¢ Kinh

Pé co6 mot cai nhin tudng tan vé danh nghia, noi dung va cac ban dich cua timg bo kinh, thlet
twong phai khao sat timg bo kinh thi méi c6 thé hiéu 16 ngudn goc cua chung. Néu 1a mot tiéu
luan dugc trinh bay ky ludng 1€ ra phai liét ké timg pham kinh dé 601 chiéu dich gia, thoi dai
phién dich dé thay duoc gié tri cna ting bo. Nhung pham vi bai viét nay chi mudn khai quat vé
ngudn gbc va ndi dung chung, nén chi ndi tom luge 4 by hay 5 bo ma thoi. Dé tién ddi chiéu, ta
nén trinh bay chung cac bo Nam truyén va Bic truyén hau gitp nguoi doc tham dinh dugc 16
hon. Trong qué trinh phién dich, c6 luc ban Phan hodc Pali dugc phat hién trong nhitng thoi
gian khac nhau, thoi dai phién dich (tan, cuu) cling khac nhau, nén c6 nhitng ban kinh Biét
sanh (Biét dich), trung dich, that dich... khac nhau. Tir d6, d6i lic nghia Iy hay van ct cling co
thé chénh 1€ch nhau, d6 la diéu kho tranh khoi, Trong phan nay, chung ta ding tén kinh Béc
truyén lam goc dé ddi chiéu, boi 18 tén kinh Bic truyen gan giii vdi chung ta hon, vi Phat d1en
Viét Nam hau hét anh huong cua Trung Qudc, von str dung chir Han va thudc hé Bic truyén.



1. Kinh Truwong A-Ham

Kinh Trudng A-ham, tiéng Phan 14 Dighagama, tiéng Pali 1a Digha - nikaya, gdm 22 quyén, do
Ngai Phat-da Da-x4 va Trac Phat Niém cung dich vao nam Hoé’mg Thi thir 15 doi Dao Tan
(413), hién dugc xép vao Pai Chanh Tan Tu Pai Tang Kinh tap 1. S¢ di néi "Trudng" 13 vi do
soan tap nhitng kinh dién dai nhat trong A-ham ma thanh. Theo T Phén Luat 54, Ngii Phan
Luét 30, Luan Du-Gia-Su-Dia 85, nguyén do c¢6 chir "Truong" la vi téng tap nhitng kinh 16n
(dai). Tat-Ba-ba Ty-Ni Ty-Ba- Sa 1 thi cho rang Truong A-ham 1a pha dep cac ta thuyet cua
ngoai dao. Luén Phan Bi¢t Cong Durc thi cho rang "Truong" nghia la néi nhimg viéc 1au xa,
nghia 14 trai qua nhiéu klep van khong dit. Noi chung vé phan dinh danh, cac kinh luan néi
khac nhau, xong dai dé van vay.

Toan kinh chia 1am 4 phan, gém 30 kinh. Trong do, phan thir nhét noi vé ban thuy va sy tich
ctia Dirc Phat; phan thir hai noi vé viéc tu tap cac hanh va cuong yeu gido phap cua Phat
thuyét; phan thir ba néi vé cac luan nan dbi voi ngoai dao va di thuyét; phan thr tu ghi chép vé
tudng trang khoi nguyén cua thé gisi (Vi try).

Kinh nay tuong duong véi Truong Bo (Pali: Digha-Nikaya) trong 5 bd ctia hé Nam truyén.
Truong Bo gom c6 3 pham, 34 kinh, tirc Gigi Uan Pham (gom 13 kinh), Dai Pham (10 kinh) va
Pali pham (11 kinh). Nhung Thé Ky Kinh trong Trudng A-ham thi khong cé trong Truong Bo.
Theo Muc Luc Tam Tang (Anh véan) cia hoc gid Nhat Ban 1a Nanjo Fumio, néu dbi chiéu 34
kinh ban Pali v6i 30 kinh ban Han dich thi chi ¢6 kinh thtr 6 ban Han dich va kinh thtr 10 ban
Pali la co m01 quan h¢ r6 rang, con céc kinh khac thi khong nhit tri v6i nhau. Nhéan xét cua mot
s6 hoc gia noi tiéng khac ctia Nhat Ban thi 6n hoa hon, tirc cho rang cac kinh twong tg nhau.

Dic biét c6 Kinh That Phét trong Truong A-ham (Trung Qudc goi 1a Biét Sanh Kinh) duogc
trich riéng ra dé dich rat nhleu (21 loai). Cac hoc gia Tay phuong thuong dung ban chép tay
Pali, hi¢u dinh, phién dich rdi xuét ban ciing nhiéu, nhu Dialogues of Buddha, 1909 - 1921, do
hoc gia nguoi Anh 1a Rhys Davids va phu nhan 1a J.E. Carpenter phién dich; Dic Reden des
Gotamo Buddhos, 1907 - 1918, do K..E. Newmann dich sang tiéng buc; Das Buch der langen
Texte des Buddhist Kanon Leipzig, 1913, do O. Franke dich sang tiéng Dirc. Ngoai ra con cd
ban chu thich Trudng Bo Sumangalavilasini ciia Pai luan su ctia Tich Lan song vao thé ky V 1a
ngai Phat Am (Buddhaghosa), dugc hai vg chdng Davids xuat ban vao nim 1986.

Trong céc ban Sankrit moi phat hién & Tan Cuong, Trung Qudc cé kinh twong dwong véi
Chung Tap Kinh (Sangiti-sutta) - kinh thir 9 cua ban Hén dich, va tuong duong véi mdt doan
kinh Atanatiya-sutta - kinh tht 32 ban Pali, dugc hoc gia R.Hoernle thu luc trong tac pham
Manuscrip Remains of Buddhist Literature found in Eastern Turkestan,Vol.1.

Ngoai ra trong Pai Tang Kinh cuia Tay Tang c6 Hdus-pa chen-pohi md twong duong vai Dai
Hoi Kinh - kinh thtr 19 trong Truong A-ham; Tshans-Pahi dra-bahi mdo twong duong véi Pham
Doing Kinh - kinh thir 21 trong Truong A-ham; Lcan-lo-can-gyi pho-bran-gi mdo twong duong
vO1 Autanatiya-sutta trong Truong BJ.

2. Kinh Trung A-Ham

Kinh Trung A-ham, tiéng Phan 14 Madhyamagama, gom 60 quyén, do ngai Ctiy-dam Tang-gia-
dé-ba dich sang Han vian vao doi Pong Tan (317-419), Trung Qudc, dugc xép vao Pai Chanh
Téan Tu Dai Tang Kinh tap 1. S¢ di néi "Trung" la vi n6 khong 16n cting khong nho, khong dai
cling khong ngan. Trung A-ham la bd kinh téng tap nhitng kinh dién vira phai, khong 16n 1am
ciing khong nho lim.

Theo Tat-Ba-Da Ty-Ni Ty-Ba-Sa 1, Kinh Trung A-ham la m(f)t‘b(f) kinh Dl'gc Phat giang noéi cac
nghia ly sau xa cho hang chiing sinh lgi can nghe. Toan kinh gom c6 5 phan tung (Ngti tung),



18 phém va 222 kinh. Ngli tung gém So tung, "l:iéu do thanh tung, Niém tung, Phan bié¢t tung
va Hau tung. O day xin lugt phan liét ké tén pham va tén kinh.

Kinh nay lay viéc tur thuat gido nghia cia Birc Phét va cac d¢ tir cua Ngai 1a chinh. Trong d6
thinh thoang ciing néi vé nhing diéu rin day ctia Pirc Phat ddi vdi cac d¢ tur, cac bac vuong
gia, cu si va cac ngoai dao. So v6i Kinh Tap A-ham, kinh nay tién mot bude rat 16n trong viéc
phan biét vé phap tudng, xem Dtrc Phat 1a mot phan than Phat co dy du 32 tudng. Néu Tap A-
ham dugc xem nhu mdt bd kinh dling nhu y nghia ctuia danh tr, thi Trung A-ham lai c6 céi khi
vi ciia mot bo luan nhiéu hon.

Kinh nay twong duong v6i Trung B (Pali: Majjhima-Nikaya) trong 5 bd kinh thugc Nam
truyén. Trung B6 gom c63ty, 15 pham va 152 kinh. Tu tht nhat gom 5 pham mdi pham c6 10
kinh; ty thr hai cling gdm 5 phdm, mdi pham c6 10 kinh; tu thtr ba c6 5 pham, 3 pham trudc
mdi phém ¢6 10 kinh, 2 pham sau mdi pham c6 11 kinh. Theo tac pham The Four Buddhist
Agamas in Chinese (Bon bo A-ham ban Hén dich) cua hoc gia Ty Ky Chanh Tri nguoi Nhat
Ban, Kinh Trung A-ham (ban Han dich) chi c6 98 kinh tuong dong v6i Trung B (ban Pali),
nhung thtr tu clia cic pham va céc kinh 4y ciing khong hoan toan phii hgp véi nhau.

Pdng ban di dich (tirc cing mdt ban Phan nhung khac nguoi dich, tat nhién 1a dich sang Han
Van) cua kinh nay c6 ban dich cia Dam-ma-nan-dé (59 quyén), ban dich cua Tang-gia-dé-ba
(60 quyén).

Trong cac ban kinh tiéng Phan méi dugc phat hién gan day & tinh Tan Cuong, Trung Qudc, c6
kinh twong duong v6i Kinh Thinh Thinh (Pravarana-sutra), kinh thir 121 trong Trung A-ham
ban Han dich; c6 ban twong duong véi Kinh Uu-ba-li (Upali-sutra), kinh thir 133; ¢6 ban tuwong
duong v6i Kinh Anh Vii (Stika-sutra), kinh thr 170 trong Trung A-ham, dugc hoc gia
R.Hoernle thu lyc trong tac phim Manuscrip Remains of Buddhist Literature found in Eastern
Turkestan, Vol.I.

Trong Pai Tang Kinh ctia Tay Tang ¢c6 Mdo Chen-po gzugs-can snin-pos bsu-ba shes-bya-ba
tuong dwong v6i Kinh Tan-ba-sa-la Vuong Nghinh Phat, kinh thir 62 trong ban Han dich; Las
rnam-par hbyed-pa tuong duong véi Kinh Anh Vi, kinh thir 170 ban Han dich; Khams-man-
pohi mdo twong duong voi Kinh Pa Gidi, kinh thtr 121 ban Héan dich; Mdo Chen-po ston-pa-
nid ses-bya-ba twong duong vai Kinh Tiéu Khong, kinh thtr 190 ban Han dich; Mdo Chen-po
ston-pa nid chen-po shes-bya-ba twong duong véi Kinh Pai Khong, kinh thir 191 ban Han
dich.

Céc hoc gia hién dai phan nhiéu cho rang Kinh Trung A-ham do Tét-ba-da bo truyén.
3.Kinh Ting Nhit A-Ham

Kinh Tang Nhat A-ham, tiéng Phan 1a Ekttarikagama, tiéng Pali la Anguttara-Nikaya, gdém 51
quyén, do ngai Cu-dam-tang-gia Dé-ba dich vao doi bong Tan (317-419), Trung Quoéc, duoc
xep vao Pai Chanh Tan Tu Pai Tang Kinh tap 2.

Theo Thién Kién Luat Ty-Ba-Sa 1, Ngii Phan Luat 30, T Phan Luat 54, s¢ di n6i "Tang Nhat"
1a vi bo kinh nay phan loai va tap dai thanh thir tu ctia cac phap sb tir 1 d&én 11 phap. Theo Tat-
Ba-ba Ty-Ni Ty-Ba Sa, Tang Nhat A-ham 1a mot bo kinh tong tap nhiing bai thuyét phép cua
bure Phat tuy thoi giang noi cho chu thién va chung sinh nghe. Toan kinh gbm 52 pham, 472
kinh. Kinh nay c6 sic thai Dai thira rit dam, dugc thanh 1ap tré nhat trong 4 bo A-ham.

Noi dung kinh nay ban dau noi phém Tua, thudt lai chuyén ngai A-nan truyén tung kinh dién,
su két tap ctia kinh nay, nhén duyén Uu-da-la tho phép v.v... Sau d6 nuong theo thir tu ting dan
cua cac phap s6 ma phén loai va gom tap. Déc biét trong b kinh nay, sau cac pham hoic cac
kinh phan nhiéu c¢6 phan tong tung, tirc phan dai yéu ctia mdi pham hozc mdi kinh.



Vé s pham va sd quyen cta Kinh Tang Nhit A-ham, 3 ban doi Tong, doi Nguyén va doi Minh
c¢6 52 pham, 50 quyén; trong Cao Ly tang ban thi co 50 pham, 51 quyén. V& phap sb dugc trinh
bay theo thir ty ting dan trong kinh nay c6 hai thuyét:

1. Theo Luét Ma-ha Tang-ky 32, Luin A-ty-dam Ty-ba-sa 10 va Hiru By Ty-
nai-da Tap Sw 39, Kinh Tang Nhat A-ham von trinh bay thir tu tang dan tir 1 phap
dén 100 phap, nhung vé sau bi mat mat hét nén chi con 10 phéap.

2. Theo Lu#t Ngii Phéin 30, Lujt Ti Phin 54 va Luan Phan Biét Cong Dirc 2,
Kinh nay trinh bay thir tu tang dan tur 1 phap dén 11 phap. Thuyet nay phu hop véi
nd1 dung cua Kinh Tang Nhat A-ham hién con.

Kinh nay tuong duong véi Tang Chi B (Pali: Anguttara-nikaya) trong 5 bd kinh h¢ Nam
truyén. Tang Chi Bo gom 11 tu, 171 phém 2203 kinh. Theo tac pham The Four Buddhist
Agamas in Chinese cua hoc gia nguoi Nhét, trong 472 kinh cua Tang Nhét A-ham (Ban Han
dich chi ¢ 136 kinh 1 twong duong hodc c6 thé ddi chiéu so sanh voi Tang Chi Bo Kinh),
Tang Chi B Kinh khong c6 bao ham tu twdng Dai thira nhu trong ban Han dich, lai it co dau
hidu ctia sy thém thét sira d6i; cho nén c6 thé nién dai hoan thanh bo nay trudc ban Han dich,
tire khoang thé ky thir I Tay lich. Ngoai ra, theo phan dé giai Kinh Tang Nhat A- -ham trong
Phat Quang Pai Tang Kinh, Tang Nhat A-ham c6 153 kinh twong duong hodc gan giéng Ting
Chi Bo Kinh.

Kinh Bié¢t Sanh (Kinh dugc trich dich riéng) cia Tang Nhat A-ham c6 Kinh A-la-han Cu Puc 1
quyén, kinh nay c6 dén 18 ban dich khac nhau. Trong cac ban Phan vin méi phét hién duoc &
Tan Cuong c6 kinh tuong duong véi kinh tha 5 trong phém Thién Tu ctia ban Han dich, duoc
Hoc gia R. Hoernle thu luc vao tac phdm Manuscript Remains of Buddhist Literature found in
Eastern Turkestan, vol 1.

Ngoai ra trong Pai Tang Kinh Tay Tang c6 Kinh Byams-pas shus-pahi lehu (Tt Thi S& Van
Pham) twong duong voi Thién Tri Thire Pham, Kinh thir 6 ban Han dich; Mdo Chen-po rgyal-
mtshan dam-pa shes-bya-ba (Pai Vi Diéu Trang Kinh) tuong duwong v6i Kinh thtr nhat ctia Cao
Trang Pham ban Han dich; Lden-pa-bshihi mdo (T Dé Kinh) twong dwong véi Kinh thir nhat
trong pham Tu Dé ban Han dich; Byams-pa bsgom-pahi mdo (Tt Quan Tudng Kinh) tuong
duong v6i Kinh thr 10 trong phdm Phéng Nguu.

Céc hoc gia can dai cho rﬁng Kinh Tang Nhit A-ham 1a do mét phai nho sau cung cua Pai
Chung B9 truyén.

4. Kinh Tap A-Ham

Kinh Tap A-ham, tiéng Phan 1a Samyuktagama, tleng Pali la Samyutta-Nikaya, gom 51 quyén,
do ngai Cu-na Bat-da-la dich sang tiéng Trung Qudc vao doi Luu Tong, dugc xép vao Dai
Chanh Tan Tu Dai Tang Kinh tap 2.

Vé tén goi Kinh Tap A-ham, theo Ngii Phan Luat 30, T Phan Luét 54, kinh nay do DPtrc Phat
giang thuyét vé T Thanh Dé, B4t Thanh Pao, Thap Nhi Nhan Duyén... cho cac thinh ching
Ty-kheo, Ty-kheo-ni, Uu-ba-tic, Uu-ba-di, Thién tir, Thién nit v.v... Nay gom tip lai thanh mot
bo nén goi la Tap A-ham. Theo Luat Ma-Ha Tang-Ky 32, do gom tap nhiing cau vin phdn tap
nén goi la Tap A-ham. Ngoai ra, theo Tat-Ba-ba Ty-Ni Ty-Ba-Sa 1, Tap A-ham la by kinh xién
duong céc loai thién dinh, la phap mon ma nguoi tu tap thién dinh pha1 thyc hanh. Theo Luéan
Du-Gia-Su-Dia 85, do tat ca sy tuong déu twong ung véi gido, gom hét nhirng nghia Iy d6 nén
g0i 12 Tap A-cap-ma (Tap A-ham).

Toan kinh nay gém 50 quyén, 1362 tiéu kinh (theo s6 muc dugc bién tap trong Dai Chanh Téan
Tu Pai Tang Kinh), ndi dung twong duwong véi Tuwong Ung B (Samyutta-Nikaya, gom 2858



tiéu kinh, 203 pham, 516 thién, 5 ty) ban Pali thudc hé Nam truyén. Day 1a b kinh 16n nhat
trong 4 bo A-ham ban Han dich. V& thoi ky thanh 18p, kinh nay cling dugc thanh 1ap som nhat
trong 4 by A-ham. Néu phén loai theo tinh chat cta tirng pham thi toan kinh c6 thé chia ra 3 bd
phén lon:

1. Tu-da-la: Gom cac pham néi vé Uan, Xu, Duyén khéi, Thuc, BE, Gidi, Niém,
Truv.v...

2. Ky-da: Gom nhiing 10i van dap dugce trinh bay theo 16i ké tung.
3. Ky thuyét: Nhitng 1i ctia Phat va cac dé tir ciia Ngai tuyén thuyét.

Ba b(:) phan noi trén, theo thir ty tuong duong voi 3 loai "Sé thuyét”, "Sé vi thuyét” va "Nang
thuyét" dugc néu trong Luan Du-Gia-Su-Dia 85.

Kinh Tap A-ham 1 b6 kinh con béo ton duoc phong cach ciia Phat gido Nguyén Thily. Trong
do, tuy co nhitng phan do doi sau bién soan, nhung hau hét 1a dugc thanh lap vao thoi ky sém
nhat. Nhing cau phap trong kinh nay phan nhiéu don gian. Bdi v6i phap mon tu hanh thyc tién
thi ¢6 cac pham noi vé Niém, Try, Uén, Gidi, do Purc Phat va cac dé tir truc tiép dbi thoai véi
nhau ma c6 su khac nhau vé T song, Bat boi, nuong theo 8 chung ma giang noi "Chung tuong
ung", khién cho cac hang tai gia, xuat gia, nam nit 130 4u cho dén cac dai dé tir déu lanh tho
duoc giao phap.

Céc hoc gia can dai nghién ctru vé 4 bd A-ham rét nhiéu, dau tién 1a cac hoc gia Tay phuong,
sau d6 cac hoc gia Nhat Ban tién thém mot budc 14 luan ctru vé van kinh, phan 16n déu dic biét
chu trong nghién ctru bang ban Pali, cho d6 1a Thanh dlen Nguyén Thuy va xem nhe nhiing
ngtt van khac. Kinh A-ham ban Hén dich do pho quyen qua nhiéu, cac chuong pham lai tring
1ap, tir ngit mau thudn, van dich lai c6 chd thira ¢6 chd thiéu, do nhiing yéu t6 d6 nén khong
dugc pho cap. Sau khi Trung Qudc chi trong nghién ciru Phét hoc thi cac hoc gia méi co xu
huéng tham khao lai tu tuong A-ham. Nhu Kinh Tap A-ham, do ndi dung ctia ban hién con vén
khong hoan chinh, thu tu lai 1on x0n, that lac, kinh van lai khé hiéu, nén cac hoc gia can dai
phai chinh ly kinh nay. Trude mit c6 "Tap A-ham Kinh" ctia Phat Quang Son sir dung cach
chim ciu theo thé thitc méi, timg doan dugc trinh bay rd rang, chi trong d6i chleu gitra ban
Pali, ban Han dich va cac ban khac, phan dinh lai thi tu ciia cac quyén, sau mdi tiéu kinh déu
c6 giai thich ¥ cua kinh, nhitng chd kho hiéu trong kinh thi chua thém ban Pali, hodc dich thanh
tdn van (van Bach thoai). Ngoai ra, ban nay dugc hiéu dinh nghiém tic, chi giai ti mi, dan
chimg day dii, d6 1a diém dic sac cia ban nay. Tap A-Ham Kinh Luén Héi Bién cua ngai An
Thuén thi d6i chiéu Kinh Tap A-ham véi Du-gia-su-dia Luén, d6 1a dlem dac sac nhat ctia ban
nay. Ngai An Thuén str dung cach phén loai theo néi dung cua kinh gidng nhu ¢ 1¢ & An P9,
khong phan quyén theo phuong phap truyén thdng ctia cac ban Han dich, gdm 7 phan tung, 51
tuong ung.

Theo tac pham Han Ba Tir B T A-Ham Ho6 Chiéu Luc ctia mot hoc gia Nhat Ban 1a Xich
Chiéu Tri Thién, gitra Twong Ung B ctia hé Nam truyén va Kinh Tap A-ham ban Han dich
thudc Bic truyén, khong nhitng s6 kinh duoc ghi chép khac nhau ma nghia Iy trong d6 trai
nguoc nhau ciing khong it. Mot hoc gia Nhat Ban khac 1a Ty Ky Chéanh Trj ciing tham chiéu
gitta cac kinh nhu Tuong Ung B0 ban Pali, Kinh Tap A-ham ban Han dich, Hitu By Ty-nai-da
Tap Sy v.v...Trong tac pham "Héan Dich Tt A-ham" (The Four Buddhist Agamas in Chinese)
ctia 6ng, 6ng da phan chia ndi dung thanh 8 pham, 63 bd.

Ngoai ra, 3 phdm A-duc Vuong Nhan Duyén Kinh, Phap Diét Tan Tudng Kinh, A-duc Vuong
Thi Ban A-ma-lic Qua Nhan Duyén Kinh trong hai quyén 23 va 25 néi trén, néu cin ci trén
nd1 dung, nghia 1y ctia kinh ma ndi1 thi khong nén bién nhap vao Kinh Tap A-ham. Cho nén
trong hai ban méi cia Trung Qudc déu loai bo ba pham kinh nay ra khoi Kinh Tap A-ham.
Riéng ban ctia Phat Quang Son thi xép ba pham nay vao phan Phu Luc dé cac doc gia tham



khao. S6 kinh day du ctia ban nay 1a khoang 1300 tiéu kinh, ttrc 13 bao ham cé céc kinh trong
hai quyén 23 va 25 néi trén. Phat Quang Dai Tang Kinh ngoai trir 3 kinh néi trén, con 1359
kinh, déng thoi hiéu chinh lai pho quyén va dat lai tén kinh méi. Trong "Tap A-ham Kinh Luan
hoi bién" cua ngai An Thuan thi sau mdi kinh déu c6 liét ké nhig kinh c6 lién quan dén kinh
ay, tirc tong cong toan bd gdm hon mot van kinh. Trong "Qudc Dich Nhat Thiét Kinh" cta
Nhat Bén cling sir dung phuong phap cua ngai An Thuan, nhung tong s6 kinh so v&i ban cia
ngai An Thuén thi ¢6 khac nhau.

Kinh Tap A-ham ban Han dich c6 dén 3 loai, cac kinh Biét Sanh thi c6 dén hon 30 loai, tong
cong 1a 33 loai. Ngoai ra, tir nam 1884, nguyén vin cta Tuwong Ung B0 ban Pali lién tuc duoc
dich ra tiéng Anbh, tiéng Prrc, tiéng Nhat Ban, hiéu dinh va sira chita rit nhiéu. Dac biét vao
nam 1924, ong W. Piyattisa da xuat ban tic pham chii thich Twong Ung Bo (Pali:
Saratthappakasini) ciia Pai Luan su Phat gido Tich Lan thé ky V 1a ngai Phat Am (Pali:
Buddhaghosa).

Trong nhitng ban Phan mai phat hién dugc ¢ tinh Tan Cuong, Trung Quéc can dai cling co
nhiing doan tuong duong véi Kinh Tap A-ham ban Han dich. Cac hoc gia hién dai rat ch
trong nghién ctru cac ban Phan nay.

Vé sy truyén thira Kinh Tap A-ham, theo Phép Hoa Kinh Huyén Tan 1, Dai Thira Phap Uyén
Nghia Lam Chuong 4, Hoa Nghiém Kinh S¢ Sao Huyén bam, Kinh Tap A-ham déu do Pai
Chung Bo truyén, nhung Cau Xa Luan Ké C6 quyén thuong thi cho réng Kinh Tap A-ham va
Trung A-ham la do Thuyét Nhat Thiét Hiru Bo (tirc Tat-ba-da Bo) truyén. Con ngai An Thuén
thi cho rang Kinh Tap A-ham ban Han dich 1a do Thuyét Nhét Thiét Hiru Bo truyén, Tuong
Ung B0 ban Pali la do Xich Dong Di¢p Bo truyen Kinh Tap A-ham bén biét dich 1a do Am
Quang Bo truyén.

V. Két Luin

Kinh dién A-ham 14 kinh dién c6 hinh thai nguyén thuy nhat. Trén phuong dién Van hoc s,
ngu:m ta tim thay & day hinh anh séng dong nhat va chén that nhat vé cudc doi Buc Phét va
gido doan Phét gido ngay xua. Do khong dugc tiép can vdi cac van ban cb cling nhu cac ban
Pali, mot s6 hé tu tuong Bic truyén tir lau da xem nhe Kinh A-ham. T4t nhién vé mat Tu tudng
sir, ho khong tim thay nhiing quan niém nhu Phat tinh, Tam than v.v... trong kinh dién Nguyén
Thuy, nhung phuong phap ma Phat chi day dé lidu sanh thoat ttr, chimg nhap Niét-ban thi
khong thé khong nghién ctru trong Kinh A-ham ma c6 thé tim hiéu chinh xac dugc. Do vy, su
tim t0i, d6i chiéu, phan loai ciing nhu hiéu dinh cac ban kinh ctia mot s6 hoc gia va danh ting
can dai la viéc lam vo6 cung ¥ nghia.

Tai Viét Nam noi riéng, da dén lac cham dut quan ni€ém cho rﬁng Kinh A-ham la Tiéu thira. Dai
va Tiéu khong c6 ranh gidi trong kinh dién, chi co trong chinh quan niém cua ching ta thoi.
Hay 1at lai tung trang kinh da tr 1au phu bui thoi gian, dé cho Thanh phap dung hinh séng dong
va mién vién giita 10ng doi trai ddng mat den nay./.
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Tai Liéu Tham Khao
- bai Chanh Tan Tu Dai Tang Kinh.
- Phéat Quang Pai Tu Dién.
- Nguyén Thuy Phat Gido Tu Tudng Luén (Kimura Taiken - HT. Quang D¢ dich).
- Bai tua Kinh Truong A-ham (HT. Thién Si€u dich).
- Phat Gido Thanh Dién (HT. Thanh Nghi€m).
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